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This year, the Oklahoma Hall of Fame is
making available more than $4,000,000 in
tuition grants and cash scholarships to high
school students who have paid attention in
their Oklahoma history classes.

In the Oklahoma Scholarship Competition,
students in grades 9 through 12 take a test
on Oklahoma history at one of 14 testing
sites in the state. Regardless of where
students take the test, they compete for
scholarships in the county in which they
attend school. Those with high scores
in each county receive a $1,000 cash
scholarship or tuition grant to an Oklahoma
college or university. Each of Oklahoma’s
77 counties has at least eight scholarships
available. Scholarships are made possible
through generous donations by individuals,
corporations and Oklahoma colleges and
universities.

TEST DATE & TIME | Sat., Mar. 12
Students should arrive by 9:00 a.m. for the
9:30 a.m. exam.
WHERE THE TEST IS GIVEN
14 sites around the state. See the full list
at OklahomaHOF.com.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE
Students in grades 9-12 who attend school
in Oklahoma.
WHAT THE TEST COVERS
Oklahoma’s history, its people and
geography.

MATERIALS NEEDED
Two No. 2 pencils.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE Fri.
Feb. 26. The registration form can be
downloaded from OklahomaHOF.com.

STUDY MATERIALS

the most recent inductees into the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame.

The contents in this Study Guide are a
supplement to the information found in
Oklahoma History textbooks adopted by the
State of Oklahoma. Individuals featured include

The majority of questions on the Oklahoma
Scholarship Examination will come from
information in the adopted textbooks.

PIONEER SPIRIT
Learn more about
these characteristics
and the Oklahomans
who have displayed
them at the GaylordPickens Museum.

1400 CLASSEN DRIVE | OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73106
1.888.501.2059 | 405.235.4458 | OklahomaHOF.com
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Featured
Oklahomans
Kate Barnard
Standing Bear
Edward E. Dale
Angie Debo
Edward K.
Gaylord
Fred Lookout
David Payne
Bass Reeves
Meta Sager

David Payne

Kate Barnard

Following his leading of settlers into Indian
Territory in 1880, David Payne published the first
newspaper in the Cherokee Outlet.

In 1907 Kate
Barnard was
elected to the
position of
commissioner
of Charities
and
Corrections.
She was the
first female
to win a
statewide
elective office
in the United States and was elected
again in 1911 for a second term.

After moving a printing press from southern
Kansas to Rock Falls in the Cherokee Outlet, the
first issue of the Oklahoma War Chief was released in
1884. Payne chose this location as he hoped to
establish a colony there.
The paper was printed with a circulation of
approximately 2,000 from April to August, 1884.
On August 7 the U. S. Army confiscated the press
in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s
posted order prohibiting the printing of a
newspaper in Cherokee Outlet.
A new press was purchased and Payne continued
publishing the newspaper in southern Kansas
until his death that November. The newspaper
was published under
different names,
including Oklahoma
War-Chief and Oklahoma
Chief, until August, 1886.

Bass Reeves
Born to slave parents, Bass
Reeves worked alongside
his parents in the fields as a
water boy until he was old
enough to become a field
hand.
In 1875, Reeves was
appointed by Judge Isaac
C. Parker as Deputy United
States Marshal . Believed
to be the first African
American deputy marshal

After learning of mistreatment of
Oklahoma prisoners in a Kansas
prison, Barnard returned to
Oklahoma and recommended all
Oklahoma prisoners be brought
back to Oklahoma. Following
their return she encouraged merit
rewards for good behavior of the
inmates. She wanted the corrections
system to provide every possible
incentive for an inmate to improve.

commissioned west of the
Mississippi River, Reeves
served longer than any
Deputy U.S. Marshal on
record in Indian Territory.
Bass could not read or write,
so he memorized something
about the individuals he
was pursuing to ensure
he matched them with the
correct warrant. Bass was
never wounded in his 27year career as a Deputy
Marshal.
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Did you
Know?
from the
Oklahoma Hall
of Fame
In 1927, Clara
Waters became
the first female
warden of an allmale correctional
facility in the
United States.
Johnny Bench
could hold seven
baseballs at once
in his right hand.
Jerrie Cobb
was America’s
first woman
to complete
astronaut training
and qualify for
space flight.
Juanita Kidd
Stout was the first
African American
woman admitted
to the Oklahoma
Bar and the first
to be elected to
the bench in the
United States.

Chief
Standing
Bear
From May through July, 1877, the Poncas were forced
to Indian Territory from their home along the banks
of the Niobrara River in Nebraska. Along the way,
many lost their lives, including the son of Ponca
Chief Standing Bear.
In January 1879, 29 Poncas flee Indian Territory with
Standing Bear to return to their homeland and bury
the Chief ’s son.
Following the ten-week trip, Standing Bear was

Edward K.
Gaylord
Edward K. Gaylord came to
Oklahoma in 1902 and founded
the Oklahoma Publishing
Company on January 29, 1903.
His leadership included leading
the campaign to move the state
capitol to Oklahoma City. He
battled for passage of the city
manager form of government,
more air routes through
Oklahoma City, was a booster
of the Oklahoma City Industrial
Foundation, which gave the land
for Tinker Air Force Base, and
headed the delegation which
proposed Turner Turnpike.

arrested. Chief
Standing Bear,
appearing in Federal
Court with his
attorneys, told of how
the law should be—
one law for all men.
The judge agreed and
the trial of Standing
Bear launched the
struggle for equal
rights for Native
Americans.

ANGIE DEBO

Angie Debo arrived in a
covered wagon and settled
in Marshall with her family
in 1899. She attended
rural one-room schools and
received a diploma at age
twelve. At sixteen, she began
teaching in rural schools at
Logan and Garfield counties.
She graduated from the
University of Oklahoma in
1918 and took up historical
writing under the influence of Edward Everett Dale.
She served as principal of North Enid and as a history teacher at
Enid High School. She received her Master’s Degree from the
University of Chicago and received her Doctorate from OU. She
was the curator of maps at Oklahoma State University until her
retirement.
Her contributions as an author include And Still the Waters Run, A
History of the Indians of the United States and Oklahoma, Foot-loose and
Fancy-free.

Meta
Chestnutt
Sager
He was president and general
manager of WKY Television, which
he bought as a radio station in
1928. He was the editor and
publisher of the The Oklahoman,
served as president of the Southern
Newspaper Publisher Association,
and as director of the Associated
Press.

In the fall of 1889, Sager came to
Indian Territory and established a
school at Silver City, near the old
Chisholm Trail, before she and other
townspeople established Minco in
1890. The construction of the Minco
Academy was overseen by Sager
and became the Sunny South School and church.
With visions of greater education services, Meta inspired the
building of a 21-room school house built in the middle of a
10-acre campus. Eventually it became El Meta Bond College,
and more than 2,500 students passed through its halls before
it closed its doors in 1920.
In 1939, a park was created on ground that was formerly
part of the El Meta College and a bronze plaque was placed
as a memorial to Sager.
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Words of Wisdom
from the
Oklahoma Hall
of Fame
Words of Wisdom
from the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame
“Rings and jewels are
not gifts, but apologies
for gifts. The only gift
is a portion of oneself.”
-Edna Bowman
Inducted 1970
“There is no end to
the good you can do
if you don’t care who
gets the credit.”
-Wanda L. Bass
Inducted 1998
“I want you to listen
real close. There’s a
lot you can learn from
everyone you meet.”
-Lyle H. Boren
Inducted 1986
“Budget your time
well, for your time is
your capital. There
are only twenty-four
hours in the day, and
the degree of your
success will depend
upon how you use
your time.”
-Virgil Browne
Inducted 1961

CHIEF FRED
LOOKOUT

Edward Everett Dale
Oklahoma’s foremost historian, Edward Everett
Dale, was raised in old Greer County and
graduated from Central State Teachers College in
Edmond in 1909.

Fred Lookout was
only ten years old
when he joined his
family and tribe on
a 150-mile walk
from Kansas to the
new Osage Mission,
present-day Osage
County, on Mission
Creek.

A history teacher in Greer County and at the
Kiowa-Comanche Reservation, Dale received
another degree from the University of Oklahoma
in 1911, as well as a master’s degree and
doctorate from Harvard. He returned to the
University of Oklahoma in 1922 as a professor
of history and served as chairman of the
Department of History from 1924 to 1942 and
retired in 1952.

After attending
boarding school in
Pawhuska, he graduated from Carlisle Indian
School in Pennsylvania and returned to the
Mission where he married, bought a farm, and
raised a family at Sand Creek.
He was a member of the Osage Tribal Council,
appointed as Assistant Chief, and served as
Principal Chief of the Osages. The “spiritual
and political leader” of his tribe, Chief Lookout
worked tirelessly in his efforts to maintain the
property interests and oil leases of his people.

Oklahoma’s recorded history
began in the 1500s when Spanish
explorer Francisco Vasquez de
Coronado came through the area
that would become this great state
on his search for the “Lost City of
Gold.”
The land that would become
known as Oklahoma was part
of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase.
Beginning in the 1800s, the Five
Civilized Tribes were relocated
to Indian Territory, the most
recognized being the Cherokee
Trail of Tears.
Following the destruction of the
Civil War, Oklahoma became a
part of the booming cattle industry,
ushering in the era of the cowboy.
Western expansion reached the
territory in the late 1800s, sparking
a controversy over the fate of the
land. Treaties enacted after the

Dale was a member of the Indian survey
commission and visited every Indian reservation
in the United States.
He also spent his
summers teaching at a
number of universities.
Dale authored many
outstanding works
including History of
Oklahoma, Indians of
the Southwest, Tales
of the Teepee and his
autobiography entitled
The West Wind Blows.

Civil War by the U.S. government
forced the tribes to give up their
communal lands and accept
individual property allotments
to make way for expansion.
There was talk of using Indian
Territory for settlement by African
Americans emancipated from
slavery. However, the government
relented to pressure, much of it
coming from a group known
as “Boomers,” who wanted the
rich lands opened to non-Indian
settlement.
By 1856, each of the Five Civilized
Tribes established territorial
boundaries in the frontier. These
were all national domains, not
reservations. The Tribes began
building cultures out of the
Oklahoma wilderness.
The Five Civilized Tribes each
formed their own constitutional
governments and established

advanced public school systems.
The nations had powerful judicial
systems and strong economies. To
protect the nations, the United
States Army built several forts,
including Fort Washita and Fort
Gibson.
The government opened the
western parts of the territory to
settlers by holding land runs in the
late 1800s. Settlers from across the
nation and countries like Poland,
Germany, and Ireland came to
stake their claims. Many African
Americans, including former slaves
of Indians, took part in the runs
and accepted allotments as tribal
members.
Oklahoma became the 46th state
of the union on November 16,
1907.
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HISTORY OF THE
OKLAHOMA HALL
OF FAME
Founded in 1927, the
Oklahoma Hall of Fame was
created to honor Oklahomans
who had given outstanding
service to the state during
their lifetime. The organization
honors citizens who have
performed conspicuous service
to the state and humanity with
induction into the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame. Being inducted
into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame is the highest honor
one can receive from the state.
The Oklahoma Hall of Fame
preserves Oklahoma’s unique
history while promoting pride in our great state.
To date more than 677 accomplished individuals have received the commendation. The
names, busts and portraits of the Hall of Fame members can be seen at the Gaylord-Pickens
Museum, where information on each member also is available on interactive computers
in the Hall of Fame Gallery and on the organziation’s website, OklahomaHOF.com. In
addition, the inductees are recognized on granite monoliths in the Heritage Plaza at the
Oklahoma State Fairgrounds.
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KEVIN DURANT
The following
individuals were
inducted into the
2015 Oklahoma
Hall of Fame class:

Kevin Durant
Jim Halsey
Bill Hancock
Mike Larsen
William J. Ross
Sharen Jester
Turney
Steadman Upham
Francis Tuttle

A leader on and off the court, Kevin
Durant has established himself as a
pillar of the Oklahoma community
throughout his career with the
Oklahoma City Thunder. Durant’s
on-court resume speaks for itself and
includes six All-Star appearances,
four scoring titles, one MVP Award,
and a trip to the 2012 NBA Finals.
Durant also has illustrated an
impressive civic responsibility during his time in
Oklahoma. After tornadoes tore through much of
Oklahoma in May, 2013, he donated $1 million to
the American Red Cross to aide those impacted by the
storms before touring the devastation. His community
mindedness is also prevalent throughout the year as he
attends multiple Thunder community initiatives, including
the team’s Thunder Fit program, Book Bus, and Holiday
assist events.

JIM HALSEY
For more than 60 years, artist
manager, agent, and impresario
Jim Halsey has been guiding
the careers of music legends,
including Roy Clark, Hank
Thompson, Wanda Jackson,
Minnie Pearl, Reba McEntire,
Jody Miller, Jana Jae, Brenda Lee,
The Judds, Clint Black, Tammy
Wynette, Merle Haggard, Dwight
Yoakam, Lee Greenwood, Mr.
James Brown, Roy Orbison, Leon
Russell, Freddy Fender, Jimmy Dean, Conway Twitty,
Don Williams, Mel Tillis, Woody Herman, and, for
over 40 years, The Oak Ridge Boys.

Prior to being selected with the No. 2 pick in the 2007
NBA Draft, the Suitland, Maryland native spent one
season at the University of Texas where he was named
the Associated Press National Player of the Year. He also
became the first freshman in NCAA history to earn the
Wooden and Naismith awards.

These stars broadened the international scope of
Country Music with their appearances on major
television and in movies. His artists not only
headlined Las Vegas showrooms, his country artists
were the first of the genre to play the strip. Halsey also
was the first to book the entire strip at once with his
artists. He was the first to present country music at
Radio City Music Hall, Madison Square Garden, and
Carnegie Hall. His artists have played Royal Albert
Hall, the Montreux Jazz Festival, and Wembley. In
1976, he orchestrated a ground breaking cultural and
diplomatic tour of the Soviet Union with Roy Clark
and The Oak Ridge Boys.

After winning the NBA’s Rookie of the Year Award in
2008, Durant has helped transform the Thunder into one
of the NBA’s most winningest franchises. With Durant
helping to lead the way, the Thunder has amassed the
second best record in the NBA over the last six seasons
(.664 winning percentage).

An author and educator, Halsey created a music and
entertainment degree program at Oklahoma City
University for which he received the Governor’s
Excellence in Education Award. He is now focused on
the introduction of a cutting edge online educational
program.

Through the Kevin Durant Charity Foundation, he is
enriching the lives of at-risk youth from low-income
backgrounds through educational, athletic, and social
programs. Trips abroad also have inspired Durant
to connect internationally with the next generation
leading the game. Through his foundation and in
partnership with NIKE, Inc., the “BUILD IT AND THEY
WILL BALL” Courts Renovation Initiative will increase
the number of high quality basketball courts accessible
to underprivileged youth across the United States and
internationally. On October 5, 2015, Durant, alongside
students and faculty, celebrated the first court renovation
in the United States at Oklahoma City’s North Highland
Elementary.

Other awards bestowed on Halsey include the
Wembley Award from The International Festivals of
Country Music, numerous awards from the Academy
of Country Music, the National Music Council’s
American Eagle Award, the American Legion’s
Patriot Award, and induction into the International
Entertainment Buyer’s Association Hall of Fame.
Jim Halsey resides in Tulsa, Oklahoma, with his
wife Minisa Crumbo Halsey. He is father of the late
Sherman Halsey, Gina Halsey, Woody Carter, and
Crissy Rumford.

BILL HANCOCK
A Hobart, Oklahoma, native, Bill Hancock has achieved a unique
trifecta at the highest echelon of intercollegiate
athletics. He was the first full-time director
of the NCAA Final Four, the first director of
the Bowl Championship Series (BCS), and the
first executive director of the College Football
Playoff.
After graduating in three and a half years from
the University of Oklahoma with a degree in
journalism, Hancock served as assistant sports
information director for the Sooners before
returning home to operate the family newspaper
with his brother. He then became assistant commissioner for the
Big Eight Conference office before joining the NCAA in 1989.
Hancock has served on the U.S. Olympic Committee staff at 11
Olympic Games and two Pan American games.

Hancock is also an accomplished and published author, with two
books to his credit. His memoir about his 36-day bicycle journey
from Huntington Beach, California, to Tybee Island, Georgia,
Riding With the Blue Moth, is his story of overcoming grief and
self-reflection. Riding With the Blue Moth was among the top
sports books following its release in October, 2005 and was reissued in 2015. His second book, This One Day in Hobart, is a
history of his home town.
Hancock is married to his high school sweetheart, the former
Nicki Perry. They have two sons, Nate Hancock and the late
Will Hancock. Will died in the Oklahoma State University
basketball team’s airplane crash in 2001. Bill and Nicki have three
grandchildren.
i

Did you Know?

Induction into the
Oklahoma Hall
of Fame is the
highest honor
an individual
can receive
from the State of
Oklahoma
The Oklahoma
Hall of Fame
Banquet &
Induction
Ceremony is
held annually
in November,
the month of
Statehood
More than 677
individuals
have been
inducted into the
Oklahoma Hall of
Fame
Each member of
the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame is
featured in the
Gaylord-Pickens
Museum, the
home of the
Oklahoma Hall
of Fame, in
Oklahoma City

MIKE LARSEN

WILLIAM J. ROSS

Born of
Chickasaw
heritage,
award-winning
artist Mike
Larsen grew
up in farming
communities
in Oklahoma
and Texas. He
is a student
of history,
immersing himself in the past
events of the subjects he paints
and sculpts. Larsen knew early
on what he wanted to do with
his life and for more than 40
years has been recognized as
one of the most admired and
respected professional fine
artists.

William J. “Bill” Ross, a native of Oklahoma City and
the son and grandson of ’89ers, attended Rosary
School, Classen High School, and the University
of Oklahoma, where he earned his bachelor’s and
law degrees. He was an Oklahoma City Assistant
Municipal Counselor until joining the law firm Rainey,
Flynn, Green and Anderson in 1960. He became
senior partner in 1975 and the firm was renamed
Rainey, Ross, Rice & Binns.
Since 1982 he has served as chairman of Inasmuch Foundation and
Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation, founded by Edith Kinney
Gaylord. Ross served as attorney for Ms. Gaylord, as well as her father,
E.K. Gaylord, and her brother, Edward L. Gaylord.
His honors include an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from the
University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma City University, Oklahoma City
Public Schools Wall of Fame, University of Oklahoma College of Law
Order of the Owl, and Beaux Arts King. He served as co-chairman of
the Board of Visitors of the University of Oklahoma College of Law and
headed the building campaign raising $15 million.
Ross was a director of United Energy Resources, PetroUnited Terminals,
Hadson Petroleum, Clinton and Oklahoma Western Railroad, and First
Interstate Bank of Oklahoma. He chaired the Bicentennial Committee
for the Oklahoma Hall of Fame, ensuring the state’s replica of the Liberty
Bell reached students in each of Oklahoma’s 77 counties.
He is a member of Christ the King Catholic Church. He is married to the
former Mary Lillian “Lil” Ryan. With Lil he is the father of three adult
children and four grandchildren.

Larsen studied traditional
art disciplines, beginning his
training at Amarillo Junior
College, continuing at the
University of Houston, and
concluding at the prestigious
Arts Student League in New
York City. His career began
at street fairs and rapidly
progressed to nationally known
festivals. For more than 20 years
now, he has been represented by
galleries throughout the United
States. In addition to teaching
art and opening a studio, he
co-founded the 23rd Street
handcrafts co-op in Oklahoma
City. Most of his time today
consists of creating paintings
and sculpture commissioned by
governments, corporations, and
individuals.
His love for painting and
sculpting dancing figures began
when he was commissioned
by the State of Oklahoma to
paint a 26-foot long mural for
the State Capitol Rotunda of
Oklahoma’s five Indian prima
ballerinas. “Flight of Spirit”
was dedicated on November 17,
1991. He has been honored to
paint several series of murals
for institutions throughout the
state of Oklahoma, portraying
the history of the state he calls
home. Added to his recognition
was being chosen by the United
States Postal Service to create the
Oklahoma Centennial Stamp.
Larsen is married to the former
Martha Schroeder and lives in
Perkins, Oklahoma. Their union
resulted in the blending of their
children—Larsen’s daughter
Katy and Martha’s sons Randall
and Jeff.

SHAREN JESTER TURNEY
Sharen Jester Turney was born and raised in
Ardmore, Oklahoma, where she learned the
value of hard work and love for community.
Those values have served as the foundation
of her business success and philanthropic
commitment.
Turney earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Business Education with a minor in Public
Relations from the University of Oklahoma
and is an inductee in the university’s Business of
Education Hall of Fame. Following graduation
she joined the renowned Foley’s Department Store management
program. She continued her retail career at Byer California,
Federated Department Stores, and Neiman Marcus before joining
join L Brands and Victoria’s Secret in 2000. She was named
president and CEO of Victoria’s Secret Direct and soon led the
catalogue and e-commerce platform to a memorable milestone—
surpassing the billion dollar mark. In 2006 she became president
and CEO of the entire Victoria’s Secret brand, including Victoria’s
Secret Stores, Victoria’s Secret Direct, Victoria’s Secret Lingerie,
Victoria’s Secret PINK, and Victoria’s Secret Beauty. Her keen
merchant eye, analytical skills, and marketing sophistication have
been instrumental in growing the brand. During her tenure profit
has more than doubled and she has led the company to a record $7
billion dollars in sales.
With hearts for giving, through the Turney Family Foundation, she,
her husband Charles, and son Matthew have provided more than $2
million in support for organizations with a focus on cancer research
and children’s causes. Advocates of higher education, the Turney
family has have provided scholarship funds to the University of
Oklahoma, Eastern Oklahoma State College, and Southeastern
Oklahoma State University. Turney is the recipient of the Hug
Award, an honor given to individuals in the fashion industry “with
a heart” and received the Dr. Catherine White Achievement Award
from HeartShare Human Services.
Turney currently serves as chairman of the board for the Research
Institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospital and serves on the
Jay H. Baker Retailing Initiative Advisory Board at The Wharton
School, University of Pennsylvania.
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Educational
opportunities
annually offered
by the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame
include:
More than
$4,000,000 in
tuition grants
and scholarships
to high school
students.
Heritage Week
competitions for
students in grades 3
through 12.
FREE Field trips to
the Gaylord-Pickens
Museum—voted
Nickelodeon’s Parents’
Choice Best Pick for
Teens.
“I Am Oklahoma”
program for students
of all ages.

STEADMAN UPHAM

FRANCIS TUTTLE

Steadman Upham served as
the 17th president of The
University of Tulsa from 2004 to
early 2012. Just a few months
later, in October, he returned as
the 19th president. Highlights
of his administration include
the addition of nearly 40
academic programs, including
doctoral programs in chemistry,
physics, and anthropology; the
creation of interdisciplinary
research institutes in fields
including nanotechnology and
bioinformatics; the completion
of a $700 million fundraising
campaign; the addition of approximately 700,000 square
feet of campus facilities; the launch of the College of Health
Sciences through a partnership with the University of
Oklahoma; an agreement with the City of Tulsa whereby the
University of Tulsa manages Gilcrease Museum; construction
of the Helmerich Center for American Research at
Gilcrease Museum; and the opening of the Henry Zarrow
Center for Art and Education in downtown Tulsa.

Born in 1920 on a small farm
in Wellston, Oklahoma, Francis
Theodore Tuttle became the
architect of Oklahoma’s Career
& Technology Education
System. In the early 1960s he
determined that Oklahoma was
not meeting the needs of all
children as many were falling by
the wayside.

Upham is known for the culture of community service
engagement that he has created and fostered. The University
of Tulsa’s True Blue Neighbors initiative in the KendallWhittier neighborhood includes youth mentoring, tutoring,
food and clothing drives, home maintenance assistance,
and close partnerships with neighborhood schools. The
university and the neighborhood have become one.
Upham, who completed a doctorate in anthropology at
Arizona State University, is a widely respected and published
archaeologist and previously served as president and chief
executive officer of Claremont Graduate University. He and
his wife, Peggy, were married in 1971 and have two children
and one grandchild.

His concerns led him to
develop a bold vision for a
system that would provide
services to high school and
adult students, as well as
businesses, which would directly secure the state’s economic
future. Governors and key stakeholders embraced his
philosophy. With his supporters, Tuttle evaluated what
was and was not working in vocational systems across the
country. He was determined that Oklahoma was going to
do it better than any other state.
Tuttle’s passion to make a difference in the lives of young
people led him and his supporters to persuade citizens of
Oklahoma to pass State Question 434 in 1966 to amend
the Oklahoma Constitution to provide for the creation of a
Career Tech system. Citizens in local school districts voted
to increase their ad valorem taxes to form area vocationaltechnology school districts, known today as technology
centers.
Tuttle, who served as director of the State Department of
Vocational and Technical Education in Oklahoma from
1967 until his retirement in 1986, distinguished himself
internationally as an innovator and pacesetter in vocational
education. He realized that a positive relationship between
industry and education was vital for the success of both,
as well as providing for a strong and diverse economic
infrastructure. His progressive ideas about vocational
education helped Oklahoma become a model for other
states to follow.

In-Class Oklahoma
History Supplements
Oklahoma:
Magazine distributed
to high school libraries
statewide.

For more information contact:
Gini Moore Campbell | Vice President, Publications & Education
Oklahoma Hall of Fame | Gaylord-Pickens Museum
1400 Classen Drive | Oklahoma City, OK 73106
405.523.3202 | gmc@oklahomahof.com
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